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Applicant responds to the Notice of Allowance of April 14, 2004 as follows. 



L Amendments 

The enclosed Preliminary Amendment was originally filed on October 31, 2000. Confirmation of 
receipt of this amendment was requested April 30, 2003. The Amendment was re-submitted on March 
10, 2004. I certify that this Preliminary Amendment was originally deposited with the United States 
Postal Service on October 31, 2000 as First Class Mail in an envelope with sufficient postage addressed 
to The Commissioner for Patents, Washington D.C. 20231, and is entitled to entry as of that date, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.8. 

Applicant now resubmits the Amendment for a third time, and for a fourth time requests 
confirmation that this Amendment is entered. 



III. Comments on Examiner's Reasons for Allowance 

As noted by the Statement of Reasons for Allowance, each claim recites at least one element that 
is absent from the closest reference. The combination of limitations recited in each claim is also absent 
from any proper combination of the references. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 



Dated: July 14, 2004 



I certify that this correspondence, along with any documents referred 
to therein, is being deposited with the United States Postal Service on 
July 14, 2004 as First Class Mail in an envelope with sufficient 
postage addressed to Mail Stop Issue Fee, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, \iA-22WA-1450. 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (37 C.F.R. § 1.8a) 

Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

I hereby certify that the attached 

• Check for $ 1345.00 for Issue Fee and soft copies 

• Return postcard 

• This Certificate of Mailing 

• Response To Notice of Allowance 

• Preliminary Amendment (originally filed October 3 1 , 2000) 

• Form PTOL-85 Part B Issue Fee Transmittal 

• Withdrawal of Petition 

• Transmittal of Formal Drawings 

• Formal Drawings (32 sheets) 

(along with any paper(s) referred to as being attached or enclosed) are being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first-class mail 
in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Issue Fee, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WJJLLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER LLP 



Dated: Julv 14. 2004 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Enclosed are 32 sheets of formal drawings. 

It is believed that no fee is due. Kindly charge any fee to Deposit Account No. 23-2405, 



Order No. 114596-10-4017. 



Dated: July 14, 2004 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 





Da&iiH E. Boundy 
Registration No. 36,461 
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